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ABSTRACT

Disputes in construction projects are the major problems that both government and
private sectors do not want to be occurred. Disputes cause project delays, excessive budget, and
poor quality of work or failures. Even though the arbitration clause may be able to solve disputes, it
seems to be too late since damages are already occurred.

This research aimed to study the causes and to determine the solution guidelines of the
construction disputes involving Thai government projects and leading to litigation. The
methodologies comprised three steps: 1) To analyze the causes of disputes by studying 115 supreme
administration court decisions in the government procurement and construction contract disputes
occurred during 2004 to 2009, 2) To analyze the solution guidelines for the disputes by in-depth
interviews, and 3) To present the overall results of the analysis.

The results showed that there were six, eleven, and eight disputes found during pre-
contract-period, contract period, and post-contract-period, respectively. These disputes were
categorized by their causes and concluded by frequency ranking as follows: breaching of bidding
conditions, construction delays, ignorance to correct problems, and breaching of contract. This
study suggested that the government agencies should modify their contract conditions to be fair and
suitable to both parties, train authorized staff to improve their work efficiency, and enhance co-

operation among people involved in order to reduce disputes.

Keywords : Disputes, Construction, Contract, Public Authorities, Administrative Court
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the causes of construction disputes in Thai public authorities leading to litigation and to
determine the solutions and prevention of the construction disputes. The methodologies of the research were divided into 3 steps. The
first step was to study the decisions of the administrative court in public contract disputes and the practices of the supreme
administration court decisions in the government procurement and construction contract disputes of 115 cases occurred during 2004 to
2009. The second step was to analyze the results by statistical methods. The last step was to conclude the results by dividing the
contracts disputes into 3 categories, i.e., pre-contract-period, contract-period, and post-contract- period disputes. The results found that
the majority of construction disputes were occurred during the contract period. The construction delays were the most important major
causes of the construction disputes. Furthermore, up to 65.1% of the acquitted cases were from the public authorities while only 41.6%
were from the private organizations. This finding shows that the judicial processes for decreasing the dismissals of public authorities

were necessary to improve their acquitting rates.

Keywords: Dispute, Construction, Contract
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Thai public authorities leading to litigation and to determine the solutions and
prevention of the construction disputes. The methodologies of the research were
divided into 3 steps. The first step was to study the decisions of the administrative
court in public contract disputes and the practices of the supreme administration court
decisions in the government procurement and construction contract disputes of 115
cases occurred during 2004 to 2009. The second step was to analyze the results by
statistical methods. The last step was to conclude the results by dividing the contracts
disputes into 3 categories, i.e., pre-contract-period, contract-period, and post-contract-
period disputes. The results found that the majority of construction disputes were
occurred during the contract period. The construction delays were the most important
major causes of the construction disputes. Furthermore, up to 65.1% of the acquitted
cases were from the public authorities while only 41.6% were from the private
organizations. This finding shows that the judicial processes for decreasing the

dismissals of public authorities were necessary to.improve their acquitting rates.
@1d1Any : Dispute; Construction; Contract
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