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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this independent study was to study motivations and behaviors of Thai tourists
by using Mueang District, Nan as a case study. The samples of the study consisted of 400 participants
who were Thai tourists in Mueang District, Nan. The questionnaire was used as a research instrument for
data collection while statistics used for data analysis included Independent Samples t-test and F-test
(One-Way ANOVA). Least Significant Difference (LSD) was used to determine the minimum
difference between any two means whereas Chi-Square Distribution was also used in the study.

The results of the independent study revealed that most of Thai tourists in Mueang District,
Nan were female with age ranging from 26 to 30 years old. Besides, most of them got married while the
average education level was Bachelor’s degree. Moreover, these tourists were mostly employees with
average monthly income from 10,001 to 20,000 Baht, and their place of birth was in Central area. Due to
motivation for travelling, the most influencing aspect which motivated tourists to travel was from
attraction aspect. This consisted of tourist spot aspect in terms of religion, history, ancient remains, and
antiques. An interesting aspect included uniqueness, culture, and tradition. Other motivations included
beautiful places, diversity, and famous tourist spot. Regarding behaviors of Thai tourists, the most
attractive place to visit was Wat Phumin while the good season for travelling was in winter season.
Furthermore, these tourists tended to stay overnight rather than one-day trip. The place to stay was
usually the hotel with average range of travelling expenses from 3,001 to 7,000 Baht. Also, the tourists
chose to stop at the restaurants located on the way to their destination, pay respect to the Buddha, and
buy some souvenirs such as woven fabrics handmade.

The conclusion was that Thai tourists who had different demographics including age, level of
education, occupation, average monthly income, and place of birth revealed significant differences in
terms of motivations for travelling (p < 0.05). In addition, demographics of Thai tourists were
significantly related to travelling behaviors in an aspect of managing individual expenses (p < 0.05).
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