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ABSTRACT

The study was conducted to analyze Thailand’s export competitiveness of
industrial goods in People’s Republic of China during BE. 2542 - BE. 2552. The
following six categories of industrial goods were investigated: organic chemicals,
plastic and plastic products, rubber and rubber products, steel and steel products,
machinery, and electrical appliances. The objectives of the study were to:1) examine
the market shares of Thailand and other competitive ASEAN countries for industrial
goods, classified by categories, in People’s Republic of China, 2) analyze export
competitiveness of Thailand and other competitive ASEAN countries for industrial
goods, classified by categories, in People’s Republic of China by using the Revealed
Comparative Advantage Index (RCA Index) , and 3) analyze the factors specifying
Thailand’s export competitiveness of industrial goods, classified by categories, in
People’s Republic of China by using the method of Constant Market Shares (CMS).

As for the general trading characteristics of China, the study revealed that
Thailand’s exports to China had the problems of laws, transportation, and tariff
barriers. The results of the analysis of export competitiveness by the Revealed
Comparative Advantage Index (RCA Index) and the factors specifying export
competitiveness by the method of the Constant Market Shares (CMS) showed that most
of the goods with RCA Index higher than competitive countries were electrical
appliances, and rubber and rubber products, respectively. The change in higher value
of imports in China was due to the market expansion in China. This led to an increase
in the imports of electrical appliances, rubber and rubber products as well.

Based on the findings, it is recommended that the government and private
sectors should discuss on the process in order to reduce export regulations and tariff
barriers in China’s market. Furthermore, it is suggested that there should be a
development in the transportation system in order to gain more opportunities and value,
and reduce the production costs for the exports from Thailand to China. Regarding the
goods categories of which imports were increasing in China, the Thai government
should provide more supports and encourage the manufacturers so as to maintain the
market shares of Thailand in China’s market.



