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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to study the following. 1)
The history and beliefs regarding the Swan Parade and Centipede
Flag of the Mon ethnicity at Songkanong sub-district, Papradang
district, Samut Prakan province. 2) Conservation guidelines for the
Swan Parade and Centipede Flag. 3) The value of these traditions.
The research instrument was an in-depth interview study involv-
ing 6 local philosophers, 6 participants and 30 stakeholders. The
researcher also collected documents and field data. Data accuracy
checks used triangulation technique and the presentation used
descriptive analysis.

The results of the study were as follows. 1) Mon ethnic im-
migrants came to the area in the reign of King Rama Il. They believed
the swan was a symbol of national origin and the Centipede Flag
was a tribute to the Buddha and commemorated their deceased
ancestors. Buddhist doctrine was recorded on the flag, which was
conservation of traditional knowledge. 2) Conservation guidelines
of Mon tradition at Songkanong sub-district found that the museum
of Mon ethnicity was a learning center and gathered information.
Building the participation conservation of cultural heritage by the
community through the temple and educational institutions was
a goal. Cultural activities by the community to promote inherit-
ance of tradition through the various media outlets were another

goal. Transfer of cultural knowledge took place to encourage real-
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izing the value of tradition both in the community and outside.
Storytelling by the families and educational institutions also took
place. Beliefs and historical traditions of Mon knowledge were
presented by local philosophers, including the process of making
the Centipede Flag. 3) Valuing traditions makes Mon people proud
of their ethnicity. Benefits to the community unity and revenues
from tourism increased. Local government wished to build the
province’s image and revenues and bring benefits to businesses

from sales of goods and souvenirs to the tourists.

Keywords : Cultural Conservation, Swan Parade Tradition, Centi-
pede Flag, Mon Ethnicity
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