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The problem about the origin of “Malaitao”
(triple torus mouldings) of the Bell-Shaped Stupa
in Ayutthayan Art.
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Abstract

The inverted bell-shaped Stupa supported by the
moulding called “Malaitao” (triple torus mouldings) is one of the
most popular type of Stupa during Ayutthaya period since the 15 ™
centrury down to the period of Bangkok. However, the origin of the
moulding “Malaitao” which is the most important character of this
Stupa is still in a question.

From the documentary evidence, the oldest inverted bell
Stupa supported by “Malaitao” is the main Stupa of Wat Maheyong.
Despite being popular throughout the period, none of this kind of
Stupa is found before the 14" century. Therefore, the Stupa at Wat
Maheyong is possible to be one of the most ancient of its kind in
Ayutthayan Art. Afterwards, the Stupa which is supported by the
same moulding enjoys more popular, for instance, the main Stupas

at Wat Phra Si Sanphet.

Keyword : Inverted bell-shaped Stupa, Malaitao
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