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Thesis Title The Development of Shawl from Karen Hand-Woven Fabrics : A
Case Study of Tapernkee Karen Village, Wangyaow Subdistrict,

Danchang District, Suphanburi Province
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Thesis Co—advisor Associate Professor Sutusanee Boonyobhas, M.A. Academic
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ABSTARCT

This research was aimed 1) to study the way of life of the Karens in Bantapernkee, 2) to
study the handmade cloth patterns, 3) to develop shawl prototypes, 4) to test the physical property
of the prototypes, and 5) to survey the consumer’s satisfaction on the prototypes.

Data were collected by an interview with focuses on the Karens’ way of life. The designs of
shawl prototypes of the hand-made cloth were developed by adjusting the original patterns and
color tones, using natural dying. The prototypes were then produced and their physical property was
tested. Data on the consumer’s satisfaction was collected from 150 consumers by means of an
interview and statistically analyzed in terms of percentage and mean.

Concerning the Karens’ way of life, it was found that they were Buddhists. The virgin
females wear long skirts down to the ankle where as the married females wear V-neck blouses and
long sarongs down to the ankle. Their foods were local and spicy. Their houses were elevated high
while the walls and the floors were made of bamboo. The cloth was in three patterns: Salabsee
(color alternating), Khid, and Chok patterns. After the patterns adjusting, dying and shawl weaving,
the tests indicated that the cloth weight was 268.12 grams/square meter while the strengths of
vertical and horizontal threads were 717.66 Newtons and 341.64 Newtons. After one washing, the
shrinkage of vertical and horizontal threads was 8% and 2.4%. The consumer’s satisfaction was at
the highest level while the averages of the appropriateness and utilization was 4.60 and of the up-to-

date beauty was 4.82.

Keywords: development, hand-woven fabrics, Karen
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